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State of Maryland and
City of Baltimore in
Charge.

Maintain Powerful But
Homely Vesse's for
Service.

Rescue Many Oystermen
Who Get Marooned
by the Ice.

ROM massive, crushing floes of
ice, from death by starvation
and exposure, the iceboats, An-

Latrobe, rescue

oysicrmen in
Ch eake b and save
thousands of dollars to the shipping in-
terests of the couniry.

Powerful but homely craft, the two
Maryland iceboats are the only ones of
their kind in this part of the world,
though there like is to be found in some
of the ports of Russie, where ice forms
quring a large part of the year, and
which, unless kept free, would be as
useless to commerce as a single glove
tc a man with freezing hands.

The waters of Chesapeake bay are
sluggish, its tides and currents are not
as swift as those of many more North-
ern ports and harbors. Conseguently it
is comparatively easy for the waters of
the bay to freeze again and again dur-
ing the winter months, and if no steps
were taken to keep the channel open
shipping would necessarily be aban-
doned. Thousands of dollars in trade
would be lost to Baltimore and Annapo-
lis. Washington, too, would feel the ef-
fects of such a calamity.

Steaming through icy waters, grind-
ing and smashing huge fields of ice day
after day is the task of the twc sturdy
beats. Jach day, each hour, is of im-
portance in this work, for ice is like a
nouveau rich—give him an inch and he
il fake an ell, and the more solid
ihe mass of ice becomes the more diffi-
cult it is for the boats to dig a passage
through it

Baltimore owns and operates the La-

trobe, while the State of Maryland built |
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T BOUND WITH FATHER'
IOR THREE WEEKS

to the Annapolis,
Annapolis, to proceed immediately
the relief of the stranded men.
word, however, reached Captain Griggs
the Annapolis commander of the ma-
rooned Crisfielders.
W
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Rescuers Themselves Caught.

The story of the rescue might well fig-
ure in one of Clark Russell's tales of the
sea. Mile after mile the iceboat tore i
way through the thick waters of
bay. The weather was bitter cold
a heavy wind was blowing across
ice. Time and again the Annar
would be brought almost to a dead ¢
by the thick ice, back off, and sr
into the heavy cakes again. As long a
the iceboat kept to the channel
was little danger to her, but it w
essary to feel a way through the
when well down toward Great South
Marsh. Captain Griggs determined to
fight his way through Hoopers straits

were lving helpless. Suddenly ther

It was not ice this time.
had run aground almost within striking
distance of its goal. The rescuing party
were themselves prisoners.

Then began a long wait for the flood-
tide which should free the iceboat, It
was trying to the men there to save
others whom they knew to be in o des-
perate condition. With giasses the
:napolis could be seen from Deals Isl
1and the islanders almost gave up hop
of a rescue being effected when

the

the Annapolis and pays her !“mmnggrealized that the Annapolis must b
expenses. Usually the boats g0 1nto0|zground. Their spirits sank still lower
commission January 1, though If the!gwhen on the flood the iceboat backed

weather is such as to warrant it, may do
so in December., The Iatrobe stays in
commission all the year round, and in
the summer carries the poor of Balti-
down the Chesapeake for a
preath of fresh air. Both iceboats are
veterans, the Latrcbe having served
nineteen years and the Annapolis for
fifteen.

Scarce ‘0 weeks ago thirty men
were stranded far down the bay. Thick
ice held them fast, While it was only a
mater of ten or twelve mlles to safety
they might as well have been stuck in
ihe great floes in the Arctic circle. No
could reach them to bring them aid,

more far

one
nor could they escape from their icy
prison. For fourteen days they had

been walting and hoping for a warm
ch would loosen the ice and

wave W
permit r escape in their smail boats.
Provisions ran lower and lower. Slowly

but surely thev were being brought to
the point of starvation. Some of them
had bad nothing to eat for several days
except bread and water, and preclious
little of that. Fifteen had only six
pounds of flour left among them, while
the whole crowd depended upon melted
snow for their drinking water. For
fuel they had what driftwood they could
gig out of the », a few crab shanties
built on the salt marsh where they were
marconed, and their boats. The cold
was intense. Already they had torn
away part of the scanty sheiter for the
fire which must not be allowed to die.
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Salt Ice a Poor Diet.
were oystermen who had ven-
r out from the mainland and
Deals Island to dredge for the succulent
bivalve. One night there came a storm,
a eold wave, and the next day the men
in the thick ice. There
for but to wait for
The average oysterman is a
ion. He is used to
ather of sorts, and an abso-
contempt for *fair weather sail-
He takes things as he finds them.
1 the tales told of them are true,
r of these men are little®etter than
tes, and take things wherever t
them. But even an oysterman
. eannot live on a dlet of salt lce
was desperate, and in a day or
would have been compelled to
between starvation and ecan-
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s 1 nd, they were not
Fifteen Crisfielders were
icget I that of marsh cut by
Kedges strait. The other fifteen, in two
parties, cne of elev and the other of
four, were miles away farther up Tan-
giler sound and nearer Deals Island.
A hurry call was sent to Baltimore by
1 ple of Island. Fifteen of
their men, they d, were in great dan-
ger, and all attempts to send relief from
the island faiied.
of the harbor officers orders were wired

side
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and |

s that t had perished in
of them had wives and
yking to them for support,
the thirty men were all
rande is known as Great |
Bouth ¥ immense salt marsh |

After a rush meeting |

slowly out and turned In another direc
tion.

But the rescuing party had not
up, only chosen a different course.
afterward the Annapolis entered Ked;
strait, another path tc the lest oysier
men. The change in course meant tw
miles more of hard going and th
cal wat

given

er,
P-4

Was it Providence?
it providence which made
ckange in course I!mperative? Who
knows? Men have such habit
charging odds and ends up to providenc
that when a true biil i
sometimes hard to fi a sign
No matter what it w that made
Annapolis steam through Kedge
fifteen Crisflelder oystermen were
as a result of the changed course
might otherwise have starved to d«
For the iceboat had gone but
miles through the strait when the
out spotted several small boats
signal of distress on a distant
Rigged up on a sweep was an old

Was

&

com
d

along it

see a number of
about the shore trying to attract
attention of the men on the
Some of them took off their coat
waved them frantically, some cl
out on the bowsprits of the boat:
beckoned with their arms.
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y
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The steamer wh ed encouragement
to the castaways. Immediately there
was a rush for the cabins of the -

bound boats to collect what
couid be carried away. Two men pus
a small skiff over the ice to open water,
clambored in and pulled for the Ann
olis. Four others ran far up
shore as they could to wave a wel
to the rescuing party. Lifeboats

belong

as

we
lowered from the iceboat and then beg:

a long pull throu~h the icy water ir
{teeth of a wind that cut like a knife,
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A Pitiful Sight.
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Men with hageg: pinched | and that the

-es, covered with seragely beards, and | ,'»”l”\ (l;;: L |.-

inken eyes gave proof of the awful ex- | ““l)" : M-'l :17. “‘,A.';,‘l,_..“;
i periences through which they had just! : 'A(,r o I , Sl
| passed. They fought to get inte the | SR
| boat which should take them rom the o5 = tevid " 13 i
{li-fated island. They crowded the | { r good fl'lf".“'l, put
[ boats until there was danger of o ;"112'11:"‘]
ibfmg swamped. Finally, however, thev nan s &
{ were all taken off to the Annapolis and / i
to dinner. How those men did eat, h—e—11 d-d-d-id
tunately a large supply of prov ro A has iha profestin |
had been taken abroad to meet just M"P,,”;;;l'l mi{, '“1:,’.';\:1; i
such an emergency. Kentuckian, *to join|
| But the work of rescue was nof all | . ]
! completed. It was thought at first il : = |
| the fifteen men picked up in Ke CANNON DOUBTS IT. !

| strait were the Deals Islanders to w
aid the Annapolis had been summoned
But a few words with the half-starved
men showed that this was not the «

ase.

i
|

the search.
boat broke Its way into Tangier
sound and with the aid of glasse
more signals of distress were discover-
ed.. They were at least a mile apart
the edge of the marsh and proved to b«
the afteen oystermen from Deals Islana.
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which was lying off |

there |

to the place where the Deals Island men |

came a long heave and the boat stopped. |
The Annapolis |
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and with the glasses it was possible to
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It was a pitiful sight that awaited the |

There was nothing for it but to continue
After hours of ramming the |
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on |
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CROWDED WITH
IMMIGRANTS
FAST IN THE ICE .

And if there are any of the rest of the
crew pr:sent there is a general laugh.
Making a joke of a brave deed iz a
healthv sign. 1t means there are no
swelled hezds and that the deed can be
repeated again whenever there is need.
it iike drawing teeth to get storiex
out of these men of the lives and vessels
they have rescued.

Go ocut aboard one of the Chesapeake
Bay ice boats on a stormy day. It
does nct take long to find out that ship-
ping on one of craft no easy
birth. Only the kind of man wh¢ can
whistle “In the good old summer time'
with the thermometer registering zero
and a gale blowing thirty miles an hour
need appiy. Any one else who signs

f=

these is

to saii with one of t e boats would
stand a3 good a chan of a freeze out
as the y-ung man who asks a pretty
girl for a kiss. Men who have served
on the Annapolis or the Latrobe are
well trained for an exposition to find

the North Pole.

Captain Griggs Blown Up.
Capt. James E.
the Annapolis is
As he puts it, “I was
but raised
this is strictly true for t
on the bay xty-five years ageo, when
he was only thirteen years old. Since
that time he has been almost constant-
ly ¢n the water, most of the time serv-
ing as a pilot. Today at enty-eight
he is as hale and hearty as a man thir-
ity vears jugpior. He commanded
two other iceboats in the bay before he
tock the Amnnapolis, and aliogether has
been in command of an icebreaker more
than thirty winters.

Griggs, commanding
typical harbor pilot.
born in Baltimore,
Chesapeake ¥ And
he first shipped

on

“The first :ft of this kind I had
was the Chesapeake,” said the captain
to a Times reporter. biew up,”

he added quietly as though to be blown
up was an everyday occurrence with
him. “She blew up shortly after we
left Baltimore one morning in Decen:-
ber, 18713. We had just begun to br=ak
through a heavy field or lce Wt sne
went up. fFour men were Kkilled and
another badly The boat tock fire
and burned to the water's edge. We es-

hurt
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JOINED IN LAUGH.
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tion Not to Swear Into a
Good Joke.
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LIKE QUEEN ANTS.

and His Gown to a Well-
Known Insect.
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Comparison of Justice Miller

second inaug
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caped from the burning steamer in the
ifeboats ¥hy dic 2 ? ‘hy
dovn tna s bart of li.fK bx-n . Wha :_n blow \'1}) Why,
. {hiniks s she just naturally blew Too much

! ) LNKE any-
2t o2 aboare fo e ilers O -
steamear etotwd. | Sleam aboard for the boilers, I reck

: _{ on,

“The Maryland was the next iceboat I
took. She was sold afterward. Neither
one of thes la as the
Annapolis, but were much on the same

They were not built for beauty,
| they could cut through the ice in
i good shape. Speal g of getting through

boats was as rge

o

1| the ice, heard a good deal of
;l'li‘r{ sse boats running up on
L breaking a channel by

eer wei It sounds well, but it

t so. sir, we cut through the

n { zh it. When the

3 thick we have
o to get through it,

:» is about twelv
all the work we ce¢
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COLOR OF THE LEGS.

on Marks of Black Spanish

Chickens.
long as wate
wili eat them,"”

|

“Just
)n{_{"u

so rmelons grow

says a Repre-

Sumner when Justice|sentati from Alabama, “and just so
i 3 s
up and Mr. Lincoln, hﬁ,,rl long as fat c¢ kens roost within
him cordially, said: | reaching distance of a darky the
are the and their | chickens 11 come up missing.
““An ed i) was arraigned
they were | Pefore a trial j::fli-:r- for li'ftin;; chick-
, Lince went on: rn.s. i old £ x}nw had 4 number of
“Miller ou were brought up on a| Witnesses on hand to prove that he was
2 = n a member of the church in good stand-
& ing, and that he had plenty of fowl o:
and 1}, i
3 3 1nis P
I had remained there.’” |5 2Wn. = . |
B What nd of chickens deo you
yvou must ve seen SETe .
raise?”’ asked the justice.

You

have ses

ou
am
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» ants.”
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OPERATION EXPENSIVE,

ale of Sting

ing—Rescuers Cut the
Rope.

1p of new ground and burn-
n the heavy

justices

y Man Saved From Hang-

“De black Spanish, sah,” was the an-

swer.

from the and half de- “Yell 1
o z ellow legs?
;, while out from under thel N } A
a % i No, sah.
come great winged ant eyar ”
: l. ; e o ”x,,u‘\ an : What color, then?
waddle olf Wi 1e 1T iest -
wa fi 1 sah; ‘bout black as
v Do you know,
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HONOR NOT HURT.

Slipped, However, and Imjured
Head.

Senator Depew fathers this story:
of .the

Judge

Many years ago a judge su-
N | preme court of New York, distinguish-

1 ., as well as for
- and celerity with

*d for his great lea

impetuoshty of temj
| which + Jdispatched busin was one
ie { day wendirg his way to t courtroom
s mortal ! when he fell an the icy ivement. A
eat awyer who » judge
sred ent to h1is ed:
eéred |7+ not hurt?”’
i } - honor is not hurt,
Couldn’t |

The Annapolis has foyght Iits way
through many heaped-up cakes, how-
ever, by persistent ramming.”

Although the Annapolis is tooc heavy
and unwieldy to get up any great speed,
she can make twelve or thirteen knots
in open water and can go at a fair rate
through six inches of ice. So thick was

over to rescue the Deals Islanders that
it took nine hours to go twenty miles.
The Latrobe recently had a similar ex-
periencé with thick ice when it tock
seven hours to make tweo miles.
ue e
Not Ornamental But Useful

Broad in the beam, with immense side
wheels, the iceboat is far removed in ap-
pearance from the steamers to whose
rescile she gees daily. But though she
is not built for beauty, she is bullt for
business, particularly the ice business.
Her hull is coated with two-inch plates
of iron and in the bow a double thick-
ness is used. The lines of the bow curve
upward something like the bow-end of
an egg. This makes it impossible for
the boat to get a down tilt, no matter
how thick the ice may be upon which
she runs. Indeed, she rides well up on
tLe ice and crushes it down as she
bre:%s through. The paddle wheels,
chirning the broken cakes of ice Into a
white mass which looks for all the
world like a creme de menthe frappe,
are bound with iron. Even 80 the strain
upon them is so great that they are fre-
quently broken.

The Annapolis numbers thirty-three
souls all told. The officers are Captain
Griggs, First Mate W, H. Stark, Quar-
iermaster Julian Woodford, Assistant
Quartermaster Marion Woelford, Chief
Engineer Poole, and First Assistant En-
gineer John Bias. Owing to the size of
the engines a large part o' the crew are
employed on the enginecr force. For
the Annapolis boasts two surface con-
densing engines each capable of pro-
ducing- 1,400-horsepower. The engine
room takes up a large portion of the
boat, and in the boiler room it is as hot
as Tophet, no matter what the tempera-
ture be on deck. To generate the steam
necessary to run these huge engines, no
less than twenty tons of coal are used
each day. The gross tonnage of the
boat is 877 tons, which, by the way, is
enough to make any self-respecting cake
:5f ice fade away as though struck by a
{ breeze from the Sahara.

W
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Digs Out Twenty Vessels a Day.

If you ask Captain Griggs what the
duties of the Annapolis are he will an-
swer: ‘To keep the channel open be-
iween Baltimore and Annapoliis,”” He
may neglect to tell you how many
steamers he rescues from the large fields
of ice every day, but if you press him on
this point he will tell you, “"Twenty or
thereabouts.” Starting out as soon as it
is light, either from Annapolis or Balti-
more, the iceboat cuts her way to the
first vessel which is seen caught in the
ice. If the ice is too heavy for the ves-
sel to break her way to port by the path
which the iceboat has already opened,
the Annapolis turns and convoys her
as far as necessary to make her en-
trasice sure. If not, and the vessel ean
make the harbor unaided, the Annapolis
continues on her way to the next in
need of assistance. Sometimes she may
inosen the ice around a whole fleet and

e
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1 don’t want un)'l

convoy them to port.

the ice in part of the course she sailed |

Capt. James E. Griggs
a Typical Harbor
Pilot.

Hes B‘een in Command
of Iceboats for Thirty
Winters.

Often Digs Out a Score
of Vessels in a
Day.

Tramp steamers ladened with all sorts
of merchandise, fruit boats, whalebacks
full of oil, passenger steamers, in fact,
pegrly all vessels which enter the bay
during the winter monins claim the aid
of the Latrobe or of the Annapolis,
Oyster boats and schooners that venture
oceasionally into the long bay are dug
out. These operations mean thousands
of dollars saved io the companies to
which the ships belong. For not only de
they mean a large saving in provisions,
but they mean that the vessels are not
permitted to drift at the mercy of the
wind and tide. If caught in a large fioe
of ice they drift hither and thither, it is
not only possible, but highly probabie, -
that they would be carried aground and
seriously damaged. In the case of the
smaller boats the Annapolis and Latrobe
save them from being crushed by ths
ice, thus saving not only property, but
the lives of human beings.

ue u
Seven-Year Old Girl Rescued.

A case in point cccurred recently. A
schooner was caught in the ice well
down the pay. For days she lay help-
less. Finally the Annapolis reached her
ané took her into port. Had the
schooner been left much longer tec her
own devices undoubtedly her sides
would have been crushed by the ice
which was massing about her and the
lives of her crew would have been lost.
Another schoconer was picked up by
the iceboat off Drum Point. On board
the schooner was the captain’s daugh-
ter, litile Miss Aleeks, seven years old.
For three weeks she had suffeced ths
hardships due to exposure with the rest
of the crew.

In spite of their protecting armor and
their ability to break a way ic port a2t
any iime, the iceboats are by no means
free from danger themselves. Scareeiy
more than a week ago the Latrobe,
while convoying a fieet of ice-bound
boats to Baltimore, was run down by
the steamship Fernfield, which was
coming slowly in the wake of the ice-
boat. The Latrobs had found it neces-
sary to back out to ram a floe of heavy
joe a second time when the accident
oecurred. The big steamship crashed
into the port side of the_ iceboat,
smashed the port guards, and tore up
the decking. It was feared at first
that ihe iceboat had been seriously
damaged, but she limped back to port
unaided.

TOC MUCH GRAMMAR.

Educated Servant Who Did Not Sweep
Qut the Corners.

This good story touching the servant
)prr;blom is told by Representative South
of Kentucky:

“I recently heard of a well-known
resident of Washington who permitted a
true and tried servant of the African
persuasion to visit her old home in
South Carolina. She had been a faithful
servant for many years, and the white
Tfolks thought it would be a great treat
to send her back to Dixie to see her
peaple.

“To take Aunt Hattie's place a sub-
stitute was employed, a mulatto girl
who had been liberally eduecated. 8She
performed the duties in a rather indif-
ferent manner, and when Aunt Hattie
re‘urned after a month's absence she
began her tour of inspection to ascer-
tain how her work had been done. The
faithful old soul was disgusted with
the evirlent want of cleanliness mani-

fested everywhere. Finally she went to
the lady of the house and gave vent to
her feelings by declaring:

*“ ‘Miss Martha, I'se disgusted, I is.
I knowed dat you couldn’t git gram-
mar an’ clean corners out of the same
nigger.’ ”’

IRON AFTER BRASS.

Humorous Epitaph Found Upon Black-
smith Shop Once a Lawyers
House.

One of the epitaph collectors of the
House produces this one, which, he says,
was found printed or painted on the cor
ner of a house which was formerly oc
cuplied by lawyer-politician, but was
then being used as a blacksmith shop:

a

This house a lawyer once enjoyed;
A smith does now possess,
How naturally the iron age
Succeeds the age of brass,
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PROFESSIONAL TONE.

Undertaker Whose Imstructions Nearly

Ruined His Reputation.

“We had an undertaker who did &
good business in one of the towns of
my State,” says Representative Moon
of Tennesse ‘and he had a command-
ing presence and a complete mastery of
that most difficult of all facial expres=
sions and ‘tone’ which all leading under-
takers must have.

1 one occasion this gentleman was
presiding at a funeral and after a criti-
cal inspection of the corpse and ths
splendid line of coaches drawn up in
tront of the church, he entered the
chancel and requested the congregation
to remain seated while the family and
intimate friends ‘passed out and loaded

©
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BELIEVED IN GOD.

How O0ld Red Jacket Silenced the
Justice in a New York

Court.

Senator B on of Kansas teils this
story about old Red Jacket, the Indian,
Gén;‘rul—mhcn President—Grant made
head man of Indian affairs.

Red Jacket was being examined as a
witness in one of the county courts of
New York State, when a lawyer asked

urt

him:

“Now, my good Mr. Red Jacket, you
seem to be an expert-testifier, and I
want to ask you a simple question, but

a very important one. That guestion is
this: Do you believe in God?”’

ightened himself up to

Red Jacket straig =35 3
i iooking with piercing
T

his full limit, a

eves at the lawyer, answere
“Does Red Jacket believe in God? Yes,
Jacket believes in God much mors
h a question.”
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the attorney gu
through with the w




